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Dondon Hounwn & collaborators
HAGAY DREAMING (Research Project)

Derived from HAGAY DREAMING, a techno-fantasia guided theatre of revival
currently in development towards a large scale theater presentation in 2023,
The HAGAY DREAMING Research Project presents the multi-faceted studies
and work-in-progress performances of HAGAY DREAMING that dated from
2020 to 2022, and a live event with performance and forum.

Dondon Hounwn recounts a tribal legend -

“A hunter lost in the forest meets a group of gender fluid hagay who transmit
the knowledge of rituals, hunting and weaving to the hunter. The hunter
returns to the tribe and continue sharing their wisdom.” Combining rituals,
chants and dances through forest wandering and dreams awakening, HAGAY
DREAMING follows practices of Technoshamanism and Gaya principle to
investigate the diversified nature of genders in primeval states and negotiate
the conflicts between tribal tradition keepers and the defiant young
generations.

The HAGAY DREAMING (Research Project) consists of -

(1) Gallery installation

The center piece consists of seven sculptural pottery blocks, each scribed in
Truku language that punctuates the seven act scenario of HAGAY
DREAMING. On the wall space — 5 plasma screens showing video
documents from the project’s conception with Shu Lea Cheang at LAB KILL
LAB (C-LAB, 2020) to performance at Dowmung tribe (June 2022) and
STWST48x8 (September 2022) in Linz, Austria; two related films made by
filmmaker Tzuan Wu are projected.

(2) An evening of Techno-Fantasia experimentation

Laser artist aka_chang takes on tribal totems for a laser spin. Spectra of laser
light beaming “dowriq” totem summons the ancestral spirits to watch over us
through an inspiring evening.

(3) An evening of performance and forum

Rehearsal as performance - Dondon Hounwn collaborates with dancer Shih-
Min Szu and singer Shan Shan Chen to lead the 5 young tribal performers in
rehearsing, performing and discussing selected acts of the scenario. The
post-performance forum with the performers is joined by readers of tribal
culture, gender studies and practitioners of hybrid technology/genres of
theatre performance.

(4) Forest wandering workshop

Guided by Dondon Hounwn as shaman practitioner and Dowmung tribal
elders, participants spend two days and a night at Dowmung tribe in sharing
legends, knowledge of forest and the pressing social/political issues facing
Taiwan’s tribal people.



Crew list

A Dondon Hounwn/Elug Art Corner work

Initiated and Schemed by Shu Lea Cheang
Produced by Ping Yi Chen/Dimension Plus

Artistic Direction/Script/Direction - Dondon Hounwn

Laser: aka_chang

Choreographer and dancer: Shih-Min Szu

Vocal: Shan Shan Chen

Experimental film: Tzuan Wu

Writer: Ibau

Pottery sculpture: Cheng-Hsuan Weng

Dancers: Apu’'u Yakumangana, Tumun Buru, Umaw Nguzyok, Marang
Kuwah, Pilaw Uraw

Music producer: Sayun Chang/ Audio engineer: Shih Wei Liu/ Cellist: Jiro
Yeh/ Violinist: Yu Hao Chang

Costume: Big Book studio

Documentary film: Dgiyaq video studio

Technical coordination: Chien Huan Hsu

HAGAY DREAMING theater version is funded and supervised by Ministry of
Culture, Taiwan



